Session 18. Problem: We Were Separated from God / Solution: The

Father Reconciled Us and All Things to Himself

Key texts: Isa. 59:2; Rom. 5:1-11; 2 Cor. 5:11-21; Eph. 2:11-22; Col. 1:15-23; 


1 Pet. 3:18

Announcements: 

- Men’s Breakfast on May 17th.  Please register with Jana Lundberg at janalundberg@newhopechurchmn.org this Friday.

- EXPONENTIAL2:2 applications due on or before Keystone on May 19th.

Introductory question: 

“The critical question for our generation—and for every generation—is this: If you could have heaven, with no sickness, and with all the friends you ever had on earth, and all the food you ever liked, and all the leisure activities you ever enjoyed, and all the natural beauties you ever saw, all the physical pleasures you ever tasted, and no human conflict or any natural disasters, could you be satisfied with heaven, if Christ was not there?”


What is Piper’s concern here? (or, why is “Heaven” un/important? Cf. 1 Peter 


3:18)

“Reconciliation places in the focus of attention our alienation from God and the divine method of restoring us to his favor.   …Reconciliation presupposes disrupted relations between God and men.  It implies enmity and alienation.  This alienation is twofold, our alienation from God and God’s alienation from us.  The cause of the alienation is, of course, our sin, but the alienation consists not only in our unholy enmity against God but also in God’s holy alienation from us.  Our iniquities have separated between us and our God and our sins have hid his face.”

Why are the solutions to our spiritual problems needed and important?  What are 


they moving us toward?


We have a __________ problem that requires a ______ ________ so that we can 



be __________ to ______.



We have a ____ problem that requires ___________ so that we can be so that 



we can be __________ to ______.



We have a _______ _______ problem that requires ____________ so that we can 



be __________ to ______.



We have an _____________ problem that requires ________/_____________ so 



that we can be __________ to ______.



We have a ______ problem that requires ____________ so that we can be 



__________ to ______.


We have a _____ of ____________ problem that requires ____________ of


____________ so that we can be __________ to ______.



We have a ___________ problem that requires __________ so that we can be 



__________ to ______.


We have a _____ ___________ problem that requires _______ _____________ so 



that we can be __________ to ______.


We have a _________ _________ and __________ problem that requires Christ’s 



___________ so that we can be __________ to ______.


We have a _____ of ______/___________ problem that requires Jesus’ ________ 



of ______ for us and his ________ of ____________ so that we can be 



__________ to ______.

Examining the key “reconciliation texts” (Rom. 5:10-11; 2 Cor. 5:17-21; Eph. 2:11-22; Col. 1:15-23).  What do these texts say about reconcilation?


Romans 5:10-11


2 Corinthians 5:17-21


Ephesians 2:11-22


Colossians 1:15-23

Reading Assignments (Atonement Applied I)

Scriptures to consider: 

Track 1: Sproul, Truth of the Cross, —


Piper, Fifty Reasons, pp. 60-65; 267-302

Track 2: Stott, The Cross of Christ, pp. 303-313


Murray, Redemption, pp. 132-140
Worship: And Can It Be? Charles Wesley

And can it be that I should gain

An interest in the Savior’s blood?

Died He for me, who caused His pain—

For me, who Him to death pursued?

Amazing love! How can it be,

That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?

Amazing love! How can it be,

That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?

He left His Father’s throne above

So free, so infinite His grace—

Emptied Himself of all but love,

And bled for Adam’s helpless race:

’Tis mercy all, immense and free,

For O my God, it found out me!

’Tis mercy all, immense and free,

For O my God, it found out me!

Long my imprisoned spirit lay,

Fast bound in sin and nature’s night;

Thine eye diffused a quickening ray—

I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;

My chains fell off, my heart was free,

I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.

My chains fell off, my heart was free,

I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.

No condemnation now I dread;

Jesus, and all in Him, is mine;

Alive in Him, my living Head,

And clothed in righteousness divine,

Bold I approach th’eternal throne,

And claim the crown, through Christ my own.

Bold I approach th’eternal throne,

And claim the crown, through Christ my own.
� John Piper, God is the Gospel: Meditations on God’s Love as the Gift of Himself (Wheaton: Crossway, 2005), 15.


� John Murray, Redemption Accomplished and Applied, 33.





PAGE  
70
B.C. McWhite

5.5.08


