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Schedule, Syllabus and Class Notes

Keystone Men’s Seminars

New Hope Church

Pastor Bryan McWhite

Fall 2008

Purpose Statement

The purpose of these seminars is to bring glory to God through a deepened understanding of his plan for global change and renewal, and for the governance of human society.  We will also seek to glorify him by cultivating minds marked by truth and hearts marked by love in political engagement.  We will work to understand the centrality, necessity and sufficiency of the gospel in ushering in the Kingdom of God.

Keystone Class Schedule (subject to change)

9/15 
– Introduction to the topic and reading


– Discussion: Charitable political dialogue

9/22 
– The Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of Man; Christ and Culture

9/29 
– Discussion and treatment of key biblical texts

10/6 
– No Keystone (PB in the Dominican Republic)

10/13 
– Multimedia: Charles Colson, Greg Boyd, and Shane Claiborne Roundtable 


Discussion


– Generate questions and talking points

10/20 
– Breaking down the Roundtable Discussion: questions and talking points

10/27 
– Making it practical: Tackling the issues


– Consistent ethic of life and Just War

11/3 
– Flex night (Tying up loose ends; prayer for governmental leaders; or No 



Keystone) 
11/10-12/15: New Series: Why We Believe the Bible
Suggested Reading on God and Government 

Keystone seminars are designed with busy men in mind.  Therefore, I intend for them to be valuable and biblically rich times of study that do not require further study outside of class.  I trust that any man who thinks hard and interacts with the discussion topic and biblical text for 90 minutes on Monday night will benefit richly from that time alone.  

Nevertheless, like any worthwhile pursuit, you will get out of it what you put into it.  So, for men who want to delve deeper into these issues, below is some suggested reading that may richly benefit anyone willing to invest extra time in the life of their mind.

I will interact with some of the reading on Monday nights, and your interaction with the material will certainly enrich your contributions to the seminar.  The reading below is generally listed from top to bottom in order of where the books fall from “left” to “right” on the political spectrum.  However, all of the books provide something valuable and well worth considering, and so my suggestion will be to read something that may challenge your political convictions in hopes that they will encourage you to grow in your understanding of the role of Christians in worldly government and political dialogue.

The only absolutely necessary book needed for this seminar is a translation of the Bible geared toward serious study, such as the ESV, NAS, NIV, or RSV.  The King James or New King James can be used as well, but there will be (sometimes significant) translation discrepancies.  My most highly recommended study Bible is the (forthcoming) ESV Study Bible, edited by Wayne Grudem and J.I. Packer.  The ESV translation is outstanding in its accuracy and readability, the study notes are extremely useful, and the brief, embedded theological articles sprinkled throughout are outstanding.  Also highly recommended is the ESV Reformation Study Bible, edited by R.C. Sproul.

Suggested Reading:

R. Albert Mohler, Jr., Culture Shift: Engaging Current Issues with Timeless Truth. 


Colorado Springs: Multnomah, 2008 (160 pp).

Harry R. Jackson Jr. and Tony Perkins, Personal Faith, Public Policy. Lake Mary, FL: 


FrontLine, 2008 (230 pp).

*Charles Colson, God and Government: An Insider’s View on the Boundaries 


Between Faith and Politics. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2007 (424 pp).

D.A. Carson, Christ and Culture Revisited. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2008 (228 pp).

*Gregory A. Boyd, The Myth of a Christian Nation: How the Quest for Political 


Power is Destroying the Church. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2005 (200 pp).

Shane Claiborne and Chris Haw, Jesus for President: Politics for Ordinary Radicals. 


Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2008 (335 pp).

Other useful and tangentially related reading:

Saint Augustine, City of God. New York: Penguin, 2003 (orig. 427) (1091 pp.)

George Eldon Ladd, The Gospel of the Kingdom: Scriptural Studies in the Kingdom 


of God. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1959 (143 pp).

Where to purchase books
Amazon.com, Monergism Books (www.monergismbooks.com), and Westminster Bookstore (www.wtsbooks.com) tend to have the best prices on these titles, though Amazon.com is the only seller that carries all of these books.  Amazon usually offers free 5-7 day shipping on orders over $25, and often times Monergism and Westminster have good shipping deals as well.

Session 1. Introduction; Discussion: Charitable Political Dialogue
Key texts: Proverbs 12:17-19, 15:1-4, 21:23-24; Ephesians 4:15, 29; Colossians 4:15; James 1:26, 3:1-12

Introductory question: Mixing church and state
Christian political dialogue: Bad examples and biblical truth

“We have the ability to take [Hugo Chavez] out, and I think the time has come that we exercise that ability.”  —Pat Robertson, The 700 Club, August 22, 2005.

“You’ve got to kill the terrorists before the killing stops.  And I’m for the President to chase them all over the world.  If it takes ten years, blow them all away in the name of the Lord.” —Jerry Falwell on CNN.

“Airports scrupulously apply the same laughably ineffective airport harassment to Suzy Chapstick as to Muslim hijackers.  It is preposterous to assume every passenger is a potential crazed homicidal maniac.  We know who the homicidal maniacs are.  They are the ones cheering and dancing right now.  We should invade their countries, kill their leaders and convert them to Christianity.  We weren’t punctilious about locating and punishing only Hitler and his top officers.  We carpet-bombed German cities; we killed civilians.  That’s war.  And this is war.” —Ann Coulter, Town Hall, September 14, 2001.  

“The ethic of conservation is the explicit abnegation of man's dominion over the Earth.  The lower species are here for our use.  God said so: Go forth, be fruitful, multiply, and rape the planet—it’s yours.  That's our job: drilling, mining and stripping.  Sweaters are the anti-Biblical view.  Big gas-guzzling cars with phones and CD players and wet bars—that’s the Biblical view.” —Ann Coulter, Town Hall, October 12, 2000.


What does it look like to be distinctly Christian in our political dialogue? 


(Proverbs 12:17-19, 15:1-4, 21:23-24; Ephesians 4:15, 29; Colossians 4:15; James 


1:26, 3:1-12)

Suggested reading for next week’s seminar discussion

Scriptures to consider: John 17:6-19, 18:34-40

Gregory A. Boyd, The Myth of a Christian Nation, 9-86.

Worship: This is My Father’s World  Maltbie D. Babcock

This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears

All nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres.

This is my Father’s world: I rest me in the thought

Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas;

His hand the wonders wrought.

This is my Father’s world, the birds their carols raise,

The morning light, the lily white, declare their Maker’s praise.

This is my Father’s world: He shines in all that’s fair;

In the rustling grass I hear Him pass;

He speaks to me everywhere.

This is my Father’s world. O let me ne’er forget

That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.

This is my Father’s world: the battle is not done:

Jesus Who died shall be satisfied,

And earth and Heav’n be one.

“Voting for President,” (parts 2-4) by Scot McKnight

http://www.jesuscreed.org/?cat=48

“Voting for President? 2”

A recent reader of this blog wrote in and I posted the letter. Because there are several issues to be discussed, not the least of which are the different kind of advantages each candidate brings to the table, I thought I’d begin the response today.

Dear Friend,

On November 4 I will vote; in the evening Kris and I will watch the TV as it enters into the lather of not only reporting news but making the news.

More importantly, on November 5 I will get up and go about my business no matter who gets elected. There will be people who need to hear about Jesus; there will be people who are suffering from systemic injustices; there will be people abusing power; there will be good reasons to drink coffee and eat lunch with colleagues and prepare dinner and go for a walk with Kris before supper. Changing Presidents will not end those needs and those problems and those parts of my life. So, my task as a Christian is to follow Jesus by loving God and loving others as well as I can. Changing Presidents won’t change that one bit. I don’t see that either candidate has the intent of depriving us of these things.

I put this another way: I won’t go to bed deliriously happy with the President I want or wake up deliriously happy with the President I want. Nor will I go to bed depressed or get up depressed if it happens to be the candidate I did not want. I’ll get up the way I do any other day and simply know that in a little over two months we’ll be doing these very things and working toward the same kingdom goals no matter who is President. In fact, we’ll be doing these things with a new President. That in itself will make 2009 a bit different.

Now one more way of saying this: my eschatology, or my hope, is not in who will be the next President. I hope in the power of the gospel that flows from God’s good graces toward us humans. I hope in the God who designs that gospel; I hope in the Christ who embodies that gospel; and I hope in the Spirit who empowers that gospel. And I hope also in the Church whose task it is daily to live out the gospel and draw all into its saving graces. I don’t hope in the next President. I think that is idolatrous. In fact, hoping in the next President is the first step toward idolizing empire.

So my friend, I approach this election as a Christian who finds it important, significant, and incredibly fascinating, but who also finds it not as important as the task Jesus has given to us as his followers.

This doesn’t mean it doesn’t matter. It does matter who we vote for, and I’ll begin to explain what is going on in my head about who I will vote for in the days ahead. Stay tuned.

Blessings,

Scot

“Voting for President 3”

A reader wrote me about how anabaptists are struggling with which candidate to vote for, and I offered a first response last Friday. Today I’d like to ponder one of our candidates: John McCain. What will it be like for us — for me — if the Republicans win? (OK, just in case you think this blog is biased and not — like FoxNews — “fair and balanced,” I’ll do one like this on Obama too.)

No matter who becomes President, it won’t change my assignment. I’m called to be a Christian, not a Republican or a Democrat. From that angle, I will offer comments about the Presidential candidates. Some of what the successful candidate promises now will be partially achieved when that person becomes President. Not all of it; so reliance upon all the promises goes against history. Candidates promise more than they can achieve. And there’s another side to this.

When folks — voters and candidates — go apocalyptic on what will happen if their opponent wins I reflect on the 11 elections I’ve been through (consciously). The apocalyptists have always sprinkled their language with doom and gloom and they’ve never been right. If you compare the differences between Democrats and Republicans to what some other countries in the world have, there’s not that much difference. The differences are not apocalyptic.

Now for McCain.

I respect John McCain; I think he’s authentic; his personal story is a straight line. For the most part, I think he tells the truth; I think he will tell the truth. I’d like to have coffee with the man.

If they win and if the Repubs reduce big government and reduce our taxes and develop more local fuel sources, then I think those will be good things that will help us work for the kingdom. I do think McCain has lots of experience in DC. Experience helps at times. I will like it that a woman would be officially in the White House. I think Palin would be “fun” to have in the White House. From the Repubs, I think we could expect some support for small business owners and for those who want to develop small businesses. We need more of that and less dependence on the federal government.

I think they will fight against abortion, and I’m confident Palin would work hard for people with special needs. I have already had several conversations with friends who love what Palin could bring to the White House as a voice for people with special needs.

One thing I like about McCain is that he can think outside the box; he can work across party lines. We need more of that.

But, I don’t think a Republican White House is the final solution to our problems. I fear the militaristic spirit of McCain; I know his slogan is “Country First” (which isn’t first for me). We’ve spent way too much on Afghanistan and Iraq, and we have some pressing financial woes in our country. That money could be used for fuel development and education and health care, which raises another point: I don’t hear enough about education from the McCain ticket. And I don’t have a lot of confidence McCain has health care much on his mind. And I’d like to hear a reasonable economic theory — spend some time explaining how it works — that drives how Republicans think poverty in the USA can be improved. But this economic emphasis of the Repubs has a negative side for me: life is more than money But sometimes the economy — call it greed — seems to obsess DC and the Republican platform.

Well, what I’m saying is this: if the Republicans win, we’ll have some things to like and some things to resist. They’ll present some unique challenges for kingdom people. They surely won’t usher in the kingdom and it might be good for us to think about that more.

“Voting for President 4”

Last Monday I posted a response to the reader who asked about how anabaptists think about this election. (I don’t speak for all or any other anabaptists.) I made my recurring point: I’m a Christian; my first assignment is to live as a Christian; I don’t think who becomes our next President will lead us to the kingdom nor do I think the next one will lead us to apocalyptic doom. The issue I am exploring today is what will happen if Obama becomes President.

What do you think of what it would be like if Obama were elected?

I like Barack Obama; I respect him; I’d like to have coffee with him. I think he’s genuine and I think he tells the truth. I’m not crazy about Biden, but I think he’d be fun. He knows his stuff when it comes to international affairs. I cannot say enough about how good it would be for our country to have an African American and a bi-racial person in the White House.

If the Democrats win, the first thing I will like is this: the USA is not doing well in opinion polls in the world; I take that as a fact reflecting a widespread reality. I don’t care how one explains it, this is a fact. I believe Obama will, at least initially, help our worldwide reputation. Furthermore, if the Democrats shift funds toward the poor and toward health care (and Obama’s plan seems to be reasonable), that will be good for many in America. And I hope they will shift funds toward education and our public schools.

I don’t know the best resolution to the conflicts in the Middle East, but I’m not convinced what we are doing is working. Perhaps the Democrats will have other and even better ideas. If they do, I think that will be good. (I don’t think Obama has walked a straight line on the Middle East conflict since he became vocal about it, but neither does that bother me: I hope he learns and adjusts to what he learns.)

Obama’s position on abortion runs completely contrary to his position on war, which values life. The routine statement by Christians who are Democrats — that they are “personally against abortion” but they defend it politically because it is now part of our law — denies the priority of one’s moral, Christian views. I disagree completely here with Obama, and wish he’d think outside the Democrat box on this issue.

But I don’t think getting a Democrat, or Obama, is the solution to our problems. I don’t think he did very well in the famous Rick Warren interview. Obama’s a bright guy, but speaking in those situations means “give your point and clarify” instead of “give your nuances and build toward a complex solution.” Obama’s choice of Biden was an odd one: getting someone who knows international stuff is important — for the Cabinet. VPs tend to be public speakers and vote-getters and McCain surely got more out of his choice.

I’m not convinced Obama’s economic theory has been spelled out, but I am aware that Democrats in the White House have done well in stimulating the economy. I’d like to hear what he thinks of free enterprise and what it takes to make the economy better. What, in other words, best relieves poverty? Does it come through stimulating economy, through welfare programs, or a combination of both — and how does the first one work with two and three? I’d like to hear more about the fuel crisis we are going through. Frankly, I doubt Obama can deliver on cutting taxes for most of us.

So, as I said about McCain. If Obama wins, there’ll be some things to like and some things to be concerned about. I think we’ll be able to work for the gospel under either President, and that is what matters most to me.

“The worst thing that can happen to the Church,” Peter Kreeft says, “is what is happening to the Church now in the West, namely that the Church is deliberately conforming to the world.” And he adds: “The Lion of Judah has become tame.” And he adds: “The imitation of Christ has changed into the imitation of popular culture.” “The modern world politicizes everything and imposes the political categories of Right and Left on everything…. And the Church is following the tune of this pied piper.” (The God Who Loves You, chp. 10.)
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