Session 6. Making It Practical: Consistent Ethic of Life and Just War

Reminder: No class one week from tonight (Nov. 3rd); “Why We Believe the 


Bible” is next

Prayer: For the Elections
Introductory Question: What political issues should a passionate pro-life 


individual be passionate about?  (or, “Why talk about ‘Just War’”?)

Introduction to Just War Theory:

“Fighting, killing, making war. Human beings have been doing it almost from the very beginning and show no signs of an inclination to cease and desist. Many claim that the Christian tradition is ambivalent when it comes to prosecuting wars, even in a just cause—and this, so it is alleged, because the founder of Christianity rejected all use of force. Jesus of course did acknowledge that the authority to use force came from his Father (John 19:11), but it must be admitted that, unlike the founder of Islam, the founder of Christianity did not use a sword.



For a variety of reasons (mainly focusing on the idea that Jesus’ rejection of force was meant to be unique to him rather than emulated by his followers), Jesus’ refusal of the sword did not keep Christians from employing it in increasing numbers, beginning sometime around the end of the second century. Nor did Jesus’ refusal prevent some early Church Fathers from defending the use of force. Clement of Alexandria, Eusebius, Ambrose, and Augustine, to name just four, defended the just use of force unequivocally. Their various “defenses”—especially Augustine’s—were the genesis of the Christian Just War doctrine, a doctrine which insists that war can be the sort of thing Christians ought to support. None of these early Christian approaches to war treated it as a necessary evil. Each held that the person who used just force was acting in a way consonant with God’s wishes and was, though in a way less praiseworthy than bishops and clerics, following Christ. The just soldier’s acts in war were thus thought to be positively good acts—acts that would shape him into the kind of person fit for beatitude with God. But this moral approach to war is not much favored today. Few of our contemporaries wish to claim that God elevates soldiers through their virtuous acts on the battlefield. The idea strikes many of us as morally grotesque.”

Just War Theory Explained


Criterion I: _____ ___ ________


1. The war in question must be _________ by a _____ _______.




Historic illustration(s):


2. The war in question must have a _____ ___________.



Historic illustration(s):



3. The war in question must be engaged in as a _____ _________.


Historic illustration(s):



4. The war in question must be initiated with a formal ____________ by the 



__________ _____________ ____________.


Historic illustration(s):



5. The war in question must be characterized by __________ ____________.


Historic illustration(s):



6. The war in question must have a _________ ___________ of _________.



Historic illustration(s):


Criterion II: _____ ___ _______


7. The war in question must respect ______________ ___________.



Historic illustration(s):



8. The war in question must be conducted with _____________ ________.



Historic illustration(s):

Worship: All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name  Edward Perronet

All hail the power of Jesus’ Name! Let angels prostrate fall;

Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown Him Lord of all.

Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown Him Lord of all.

Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race, ye ransomed from the fall,

Hail Him Who saves you by His grace, and crown Him Lord of all.

Hail Him Who saves you by His grace, and crown Him Lord of all.

Let every kindred, every tribe on this terrestrial ball,

To him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all.

To him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all.

O that, with yonder sacred throng, we at His feet may fall,

Join in the everlasting song, and crown Him Lord of all,

Join in the everlasting song, and crown Him Lord of all!

� Darrell Cole, “Good Wars,” First Things 116 (Oct. 2001): 27-31.
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