September 11, 2009

Dear NHC Family,

There is no limit to what God can do when God’s people begin to pray. God has chosen prayer as his channel of blessing and Scripture indicates that he waits for us to call upon him.

“At that time people began to call on the name of the Lord” (Genesis 4:26). The day we call on the name of the Lord is the day he begins to express his mighty power on behalf of his people. As more of his people begin to persistently seek the Lord in prayer, the manifest power of God at work grows increasingly evident. It is something like a river. The more tributaries and sources of water that flow into the river, the greater the power and influence of the river becomes. And tributaries are created by moisture falling upon the dry ground.

Introducing NHC Prayer River

The intent of this letter is to introduce the entire New Hope Church Family to Prayer River in the hope that as God’s people we will discover in a fresh way the Lord as our source of strength and prayer as our lifeline to him. Prayer River will provide the opportunity for each person to join the flow of God’s power by becoming a “source” of prayer, a tributary into NHC Prayer River. 

What is the Concept of Prayer River?

Prayer River will become a growing movement of prayer calling upon the Lord to accomplish his purposes for his glory within us as individuals and as a Church family. God promises, “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land” (II Chronicles 7:14). We won’t tell God what he needs to do. We will persistently call to him in prayer, week after week, and ask him to accomplish his purposes for his glory. 
How can I be part of Prayer River?

Everyone who loves God through his Son Jesus can become a vital contributor to Prayer River. Jesus said, “Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within them. By this he meant the Spirit” (John 7:38-39). Every tributary of the Holy Spirit flowing from within individuals through prayer will increase the flow of the power of the Spirit within us as a local body of Christ.

What are the specific ways I can get in the flow of Prayer River?

Pray individually. Each week we will find a specific Prayer River focus located in the bulletin and on the website. Every person can pray in this common way. Be a tributary. As the Spirit of God nourishes your heart with spiritual rain your tributary will grow.

Pray in small groups. Form a Prayer River group with friends, within Bible studies, within ministry groups, within support and encouragement groups. Make the commitment to pray together on a regular basis. Your group will become an even larger tributary feeding into Prayer River.

Pray weekly with others at the church. There will be five different weekly opportunities to pray for 30 minutes with fellow members of the body gathered at the main campus:

· Sunday, 8:00 a.m., Prayer Room

· Sunday, 5:15 p.m., Prayer Room

· Tuesday, 12:15 p.m., Welcome Center

· Wednesday, 7:00 p.m., Welcome Center

· Thursday, 6:30 a.m., Welcome Center

Each Prayer River gathering will be just 30 minutes to allow flexibility and create consistency.

When does Prayer River Begin?

Your tributaries can begin now, but Prayer River officially begins on Sunday, September 27 with an evening invitation for everyone. It is a CALL2FALL. 

Rivers that last have what is called a “watershed”. A watershed is an area where moisture gathers and begins to flow into a common flow.

Our spiritual watershed for Prayer River will be 7:00 p.m., Sunday, September 27 with CALL2FALL. We will join together for an hour of worship, praise, reflection and prayer. 

CALL2FALL is based on an insight from II Chronicles 7:14 where God says, “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray…” The Hebrew term for “humble” carries the implication of falling before the Lord. It is God’s call to us to fall before him in prayer, hence, CALL2FALL.

Please consider prioritizing 7:00-8:00 p.m. on September 27 to join this watershed event to launch Prayer River. The weekly gatherings for Prayer River will begin Sunday, October 4, continuing throughout the week. 

How long will Prayer River last?

It will last as long as we humbly seek the Lord in prayer as the NHC family. The primary focus of Prayer River will be this ministry year, September 2009—August 2010. If the flow of the Holy Spirit continues to move through prayer, we will rejoice. However, for purposes of a time frame, Prayer River is planned to be an instrument of prayer mobilization for 2009—2010. 

Remember, God is a prayer answering God who is rich in mercy to those who humbly call on him. When God responds to our prayers with mercy and power it will transform our lives, impact our neighborhood, and renew his church.

Does God need our help? Of course not. But when the Lord’s method for accomplishing his purpose includes you and me, then it is a wonderful privilege and a sacred responsibility for  us to call upon him with faith. Then we will witness the awesome power of a prayer   answering God.

Prayer River: Get in the Flow

Living with hope,
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Pastor Steve Goold

